Elizabeth Betty Martin
November 2, 1948 - July 5, 2020

On Sunday, July 5, 2020, Elizabeth Musick Martin, simply known as “Betty”, passed away
peacefully in her home.
She was born in Greeneville, SC to Hazel Musick and William Martin. During her
childhood she would move in with her aunt and uncle, Myrtle and Claude Tate of Johnson
City, Tn who would from then on raise her as their own. This would give her an
independence and tenacity that she would carry with her throughout her life.
Betty would often underplay her abilities in the area where she spent most of her
professional career; economic development around the northeast Tennessee region.
Rubbing elbows and networking could be a terrifying circumstance to her, as the question
of “which college did you attend?” would inevitably come up. She just couldn’t seem to
appreciate that she was successfully doing the same job as those around her that were
college educated, while herself having only a high school diploma.
Betty was quick with a listening ear and an understanding empathy. Those traits paired
with a gift for hospitality, excellent skills in the kitchen, and a knack for design, was a
recipe for much success in her personal life as well. She will forever be remembered
fondly because of how she made people feel.
Betty was preceded in death by both her biological and acting parents. She is survived by
a sister, Levita Bussell of Johnson City, Tn, a son, Scott Self (wife Rhonda) of Kodak, Tn;
a niece, Yvette Chase (husband Steve, and children Dalton, Parker, Savannah).Nephew
Tim Bussell(son Cody) of Johnson City, Tn, an ex-husband who went above and beyond
during her final days, Ted Clark of Johnson City, Tn, her furry companions Lilly and Lucy,
and a seemingly endless circle of friends and loved ones that have the commonality of
receiving the hospitality of Betty Martin.
To honor the memory of Betty, the family would ask only that you would move forward
following her lead by opening your homes and hearts to those around you.
Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you should use whatever gift
you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.
1 Peter 4:9-10
Plans will be announced at a later date for a drop-by receiving of friends to be held at

Betty’s home.
Memories and condolences may be shared at www.mtnempirecbs.com. Mtn. Empire
Cremation and Burial Services, 125 E Jackson Blvd #3, Jonesborough, TN 37659 (423547-0379) is honored to serve the Martin family. The Obituary was written in loving
memory by her family.

Comments

“

I just found out and my heart is broken!! Betty was the sweetest lady in the world.
She was a loving Mother that loved her son Scott. I have known Betty for sometime
and she was always smiling and so glad to see people. I am so sorry for your loss.
My thoughts and prayers are with you Scott and the family, Tonya Bowman Davis

Tonya B Davis - September 08 at 08:39 PM

“

It is hard to believe that Betty has passed; A great cousin with be truly missed. She
hosted a wonderful Christmas meal with some Family and friends. I always through
who will be gone by the next gathering, we never know. Prayers for you Scott and
Rhonda; Love Aunt Madge and Kim

kim lorraine herndon - July 14 at 10:21 PM

“

Scott, I never had the pleasure of meeting you, but always heard a lot about you.
Your mother was so proud of you. I had the pleasure of working with your mother at
the Kingsport Chamber for many years. I will always remember her smile. She was
always very encouraging and supportive of everyone. I always looked forward to our
staff Christmas Party which for many years was held at Betty and Ted's home on
Boone Lake. She was always an amazing host. Her home decorated so beautifully
and the food was wonderful. She always made it a very special occasion for all of us!
Betty touched the lives of so many in so many ways. I'm so very sorry for your loss
and pray God will comfort all of her family and friends during this time.

Mary Steadman - July 14 at 03:09 PM

“

I met Betty in the mid-90's when I worked as a "fill-in" for vacationing staff of the
Kingsport Chamber. Our paths crossed many times thereafter to our last working
environment where she served on the board of a not-for-profit organization for which
I worked. Betty always was pleasant, helpful, and easy to be around. I'm shocked
and saddened to learn of her passing. Betty was one of those people who left a
lasting impression on those whose paths were blessed to cross with hers. My
prayers are with family and friends she left behind.

Cathy Dean - July 12 at 07:49 AM

“

Betty will be missed by many. She was a wonderful person and friend. Prayers of
peace and comfort for her family and many friends.

Keith & Lynda Whittington - July 11 at 07:35 PM

“

I first became acquainted with Betty when she was with the Kingsport Chamber, and
I was with the Knoxville Chamber. When I later was selling industrial property in east
Tennessee, she was always helpful to me for information relative to Kingsport when I
had buildings listed in Kingsport and/or the surrounding area. She was for many
years a full standing member of the Tennessee Economic Development Council, and
our paths crossed when we both were members in that state wide organization..
Although I had not seen or spoken to Betty in several years, I remember her very
well, and will always be grateful for her good nature and help. Jack Hammontree-Knoxville, Tennessee

Jack Hammontree - July 09 at 07:06 PM

“

Betty was an amazing person. She was kind, generous and loving. I remember our
Company Christmas dinners at her home and it was always a fun filled tome with
delicious food. She was always willing to share recipes and I will certainly cherish the
ones I have. The pride and joy of her life was you Scott. She was extremely proud of
her son and love him with her whole heart. You will forever be remembered and
missed Betty. I hope to see you again in the presence of God. Love you sweet lady.

Judy Ginley - July 09 at 02:46 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Elizabeth Betty Martin.

July 09 at 10:24 AM

“

So very sorry to hear of Betty's passing. She was always so friendly and happy-golucky.

ANITA HODGES TAYLOR - July 08 at 09:37 PM

“

I grew up with Betty in Boones Creek she will be missed by friends and family,
prayers!

Nancy Leonard Stidham - July 08 at 07:31 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Elizabeth Betty Martin.

July 08 at 03:55 PM

“

The loss of someone dear to us is never easy. I hope all the cherished memories that
you have brings you some light during this dark time. My deepest condolences to you
and your family Yvette.
Please know that I’m keeping you and yours in my thoughts and prayers.

Tim Daniels - July 08 at 03:47 PM

