Martin Henry Johnson
April 14, 1922 - June 29, 2016

Martin Henry Johnson (1922-2016) passed away on June 29th at his home surrounded by
family.
Martin was a son, husband, father of 5, grandfather of 7 and great-grandfather of 8. Martin
served proudly in the U.S. Navy during WWII, and was among many veterans fortunate to
go on an Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. Martin was a man of endless curiosity and to
the very end of his life he never stopped reading, keeping abreast of current affairs, and
asking questions.
Martin was an entrepreneur in the true sense of the word--- in 1953 he moved his family of
5 to San Juan, Puerto Rico to establish the Electronic Mica Company, a successful mica
processing business. This was to be the first of several assembly manufacturing
businesses he would start in his lifetime in Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Anguilla, and Haiti.
While living in Puerto Rico he was an active pilot and a sailor of both small and larger
boats.
He and his wife Margaret lived on the island for 35 years before moving to Elizabethton.
Following his retirement in 1980 he moved on to consult and volunteer for the International
Executive Corps in Kenya. His goal in retirement was to solve problems using ‘found’
materials common to our everyday life. His particular passion was converting used tires
into useful materials to solve vexing problems. His second passion was making and giving
away wine, and the community of wine-makers in the area became like a second family.
He was often heard to say that his goal was to “keep family and friends in fine spirits”.
A graduate of Duke University School of Engineering, he was a VERY enthusiastic fan of
the Blue Devils basketball team. He also received a Masters degree in industrial
engineering from John’s Hopkins University.
Martin was preceded in death by his wife Margaret D. Johnson, father Leon Henry
Johnson, mother Ruby Johnson, sister Gretchen Emhardt, brother Sheridan Johnson,

daughter Martina H. Johnson-Kent and sons-in-laws Steven Kardos and Roger Kent.
Survivors include children: Meleta Kardos, Dennis (Joyce), Lucinda (Randall Hicks),
Andrew (Bertha); Grandchildren: Christopher Johnson, Katherine Hansen, Tucker and
Martin Kardos, Eliezer and Sheridan Johnson, Amy Pritz (Zak); Great grandchildren:
Katherine and Caroline Johnson, Caralina Johnson, Max and Miles Kardos, Cora, David
and Samuel Pritz.
Friends may gather at the home of Meleta Kardos at 6 pm on July 2nd at 418 Caleb
Avenue, Elizabethton, to share memories and celebrate the life of Martin Henry Johnson.
In lieu of flowers please make a donation to Assistance Resource Ministry, Elizabethton,
TN.

