Roy Fentress
March 17, 1925 - June 13, 2019

Roy Lee Fentress Sr., 94, of Bluff City, died on June 13, 2019, after a lengthy battle with
Parkinson's disease. He was born March 17, 1925, in Princess Anne County, Va., to
James and Mary (Burnham) Fentress. He was one of 11 children.
He is survived by his wife of 43 years, Harriett Fentress; two daughters, Carol Gunter and
Stacy Fentress (John Sewell) and a son, David Barbour Jr. (Tracy). He was preceded in
death by his son, Roy Fentress Jr.
He has six grandchildren - Erin Gunter Kirkby, and Chloe, Caden, Cathryne, David and
Daniel Barbour - and one great grandson, Holden Kirkby.
Roy lived a full and interesting life. He served in the U.S. Navy during WWII and played
bass in a band called the Night Hawks in the 1960s. He rose through the ranks with Ball
Bros. Furniture - a job that brought him to Tennessee - and retired from there at age 65.
He enjoyed boating, fishing, fast cars, good music and Westerns. He loved animals especially dachshunds - and was a deeply kind and generous man. When asked, he
provided thoughtful advice and wise counsel and was like a father to many. We're really
going to miss him.
The family is grateful for the kindness and care of so many, especially Kay Carty who
helped care for Roy for several years and the hospice nurses who helped fulfill Roy's wish
of staying at home.
At Roy's request, there won't be a funeral. In lieu of flowers, please send donations in
Roy's honor to the Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson's Research.

Comments

“

Roy was a great neighbor, I will miss our talks over the fence. His humor and
knowledge of politics, world events, and anything mechanical was vast. I especially
enjoyed talking music with him. From his early hillbilly country bands, to him leading
the Night Hawks, you could tell he was a pro. It was always a real treat when he'd
pull out a photo that showed him "back in the day." He was always generous and
willing to help you with anything you might need. Roy was a classic...they don't make
them like that anymore.

Greg Wallace - June 17, 2019 at 05:13 PM

“

Thank you so much, Greg. This is a beautiful tribute to my Dad.
-- Stacy
Stacy Fentress - June 18, 2019 at 09:31 PM

“

Roy was a very intelligent and great person . he taught me so much about life and yes
politics will miss him so very much. With heartfelt sympathy
Kay Carty
Mendy Carty - June 22, 2019 at 11:22 PM

